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Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 2,3 are objected to because of the following 
informalities : 

Claim 2, for example, recites term first/second billing 
data" . It is not clear if this term is intended to recite the 
first and the second "^billing data" is in alternative 
form(first or second, at least one etc.) or inclusive form (first 
and second). Examiner assumes first/second" as first or 
second" . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

[Note: this analysis is applicable to every claim reciting the 
aforementioned term.] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention . 



Appiication/Control Number: 09/553,068 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112^ second 
paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential structural 
cooperative relationships of elements, such omission amounting 
to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP 
§ 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships 
are : 

Claim 1: no relationship is recited between first set 
method steps of registering a user" in combination with a 
billing service providing a first billing data" and the second 
set of registering the user" in combination with the billing 
service providing a first billing data" . 

Dependent claims 2-25 inherit same deficiency. 

Likewise, claim 26 recites "^the electronic selecting a 
first set of said billing datas.. first business" does not relate 
to limitation ""the electronic selecting a second set of said 
billing datas second business". 

Claim 1 recites, "^registering a user with a first web 
site", then it recites ^a billing service providing a first 
billing data for use to register the user with said first web 
site" . This recitation is unclear and vague, because it appears 
that the first data is provided only after the registering of 
the user is already done in the first step. The first step 
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implies that first billing data" is not needed for registration 
rendering the providing step irrelevant. 

Claim 2 and 3 confirms this ambiguity. Claim 2, states that 
""the first/second billing data are provided to the user in 
advance of said registering.."^, thus the ^providing" step of 
claim 1 is rendered. 

Dependent claims 27-29 inherit same deficiency. 

Claims 11-12: limitation said computing device" lack 
antecedent basis. It is interpreted as """said user". 



Claim RBjectlons - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 
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6. Claims 1-21 and 25 are rejected under 35 TJ.S.C. 102(e) as 
being clearly anticipated by Demoff et al. (US Pat. 6,456,984). 
(Demoff ) . 

Claim 1: Demoff discloses a method comprising: 
registering a user with a first web site; 

a billing service providing a first billing data for use to 
register the user with said first web site; 

registering the user with a second web site; and 
the billing service providing a second billing data, separate 
and distinct from the first billing data, for use to register 
said user with said second web site. 

(col. 2 user is registered with a registered vendor who 
provides a direct link to service provider from inside a 
vendor's web page. Note that for each transaction associated 
with a vendor a separate and distinct transaction number" is 
provided by the billing service called "^E-commerce" system, 
refer to col. 2 L 8-22 and Fig. 2-8) . 

Claim 2. wherein the first/second billing data are 
provided to the user in advance of said registering with said 
first/second web sites. 

(col. 5 L 44-51, credit transaction number is sent to the 
customer then he may register with the vendor's web site.) 

Claim 3. wherein the first/second billing data are 
provided to the user in real time during said registering with 
said first/second web sites (col. 5 L 6-31) . 

Claim 4. wherein the first billing data comprises a first 
credit card identifier, and the second billing data comprises a 
second credit card identifier, separate and distinct from said 
first credit card identifier (refer to claim 1 discussion) . 

Claim 5. wherein the first/second billing data is 
restricted to transactions between the user and said 
first/second web sites (inherent in view of aforementioned 
discussion of Demoff, for further clarification please refer to 
col. 5 L 53-61, ..the temporary credit transaction number is 
generated for that particular transaction..). 
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Claim 6. wherein the first billing data corresponds to a 
selected one of an advance debit charge, a real-time credit 
charge, or a post-transaction invoicing arrangement, and 
the second billing data corresponds to a selected one of an 
advance debit charge, a real-time credit charge, or a post- 
transaction invoicing arrangement, said second billing data 
separate and distinct from said first billing data, 
(col. 5 L 6-31) . 

Claims 7-9: said first/second web sites requiring 
first/second payment formats; paying for a transaction with said 
first/second web site according to said first/second payment 
format; and 

billing the user according to a private billing data 
different from said first/second billing data. 
Claims 8 and 9 are similarly analyzed. 

(refer to the charge could then be billed . col. 5 L 6- 

31) . 

Claim 10. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
the billing service obtaining said first/second billing data 
from a financial institution (refer tO processing subsystem 28, 
col . 3) . 



Claim 11. wherein the billing service providing said 
first/second billing data comprises: 

the billing service selecting said first/second billing 
data from a plurality of distinct billing data provided to said 
computing device (col. 3 ^randomly generated unique, temporary 
credit transaction numbers that are valid only for a single 
purchase transaction and a very short period of time'') . 

Claim 12. The method of claim 11, the method further 
comprising: 

the billing service contacting a financial institution to 
obtain the plurality of distinct billing data from the financial 
institution; and 

receiving the plurality of distinct billing data from the 
financial institution. 
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(Fig. 8 blocks 308 and 309, in this steps the billing 
service performs settlement of transaction, also refer to col. 6 
lines 9-24) . 

Claim 13. the billing service obtaining in real time said 
first/second billing data from a bank (refer to claim 12 
analysis) . 

Claim 14. the billing service obtaining said first/second 
billing data from a bank; and during a transaction with said 
first/second web site, the computing device obtaining said 
first/second billing data in real time from the billing service 
(col. 3 L 34-52) . 

Claim 15. the billing service receiving a plurality of 
billing data from the bank; and selecting said first/second 
billing data from said plurality of billing data (Fig. 4, col. 4 
L 55-65, user selected categories) . 

Claim 16. wherein said obtaining by the billing service of 
said first/second billing data is performed during the 
transaction with said first/second web site (inherent because 
Demoff provides for credit transaction numbers valid for a very 
short period of time, col. 3 L 33-52) . 

Claim 17. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

notifying the billing service of usage of said first/second 
billing data with said first/second web sites; 

wherein said notifying allows the billing service to 
confirm charges to said first/second billing data originate from 
said first/second web sites. 

[refer to col. 5 L 62- col. 6 1 17, the service provider is 
notified of the usage of the customer's credit card with the 
vendor (web site of) ] . 

Claim 18. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
wherein said notifying the billing service occurs with providing 
said first/second billing data to said first/second web site. 

[refer to col. 5 L 62- col. 6 1 17 as discussed above]. 

Claim 19. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
wherein said notifying the billing service occurs after 
providing said first/second billing data to said first/second 
web site. 



Application/Control Number: 09/553,068 
Art Unit: 3624 



Page 8 



[this is the case where the billing data was credit 
transaction number was issued for processing like a 
conventional credit card, col. 4 L 22-24]. 

Claim 20. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving charges to said first and second billing data; and 
organizing said received charges based at least in part on 
whether the charges are applied to the first or the second 
billing data. 

[refer to Fig. 4 vendor account summary discloses this 
limitation inherently] . 

Claim 21. The method of claim 20, wherein said organizing 
is based on whether a charge to first/second billing data is 
received from the web site to which said first/second billing 
data was provided. 

[refer to Fig. 4 vendor account summary discloses this 
limitation inherently] . 

Claim 25. The method of claim 1, wherein the web site is a 
selected one of a content provider, a service provider and an 
access provider (refer to service provide 12 connected to 
customer 18 via a PCS mobile telephone network) . 



7. Claims 26-37 and 43-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being clearly anticipated by Flitcroft et al . (US 
2003/0028481) (Flitcroft) . 

Claim 26. Flitcroft discloses a method comprising for a 
user to provide substitute billing data in lieu of personal 
billing data for the user, comprising: 

an electronic device obtaining distinct billing datas from 
a billing service for use by the user as a substitute for said 
personal billing data; 

the electronic device selecting a first of said billing 
datas to facilitate purchasing goods from a first business; 

and the electronic device selecting a second of said 
billing datas to facilitate purchasing goods from a second 
business . 

(para [0072], ..these limited use numbers can be 
electronically downloaded to a user's personal computer for 



Application/Control Number: 09/553,068 
Art Unit: 3624 



Page 9 



subsequent use. Para [0204] the cardholder then requests 
..credit card to be validated for the merchant as identified by 
the merchant identification number..). 

Claim 27: electronic device is PDA (col. 6 para [0072], 
radio unit 140 (such as a portable telephone) ) . For further 
analysis refer to discussion of claim 33 below. 

Claim 28: The method of claim 27, where further comprising: 
if the associated billing data is not found, then selecting a 
third billing data from said distinct billing datas, associating 
said selected billing data with the particular business; and 

automatically connecting to the billing service of said 
association of said selected billing data with the particular 
business . 

(para [0062] refer to additional credit card ..with a 
specific credit limit, this limitation amounts to the user 
selecting a billing data suitable for a specific credit limit if 
one previously selected does not meet a desired credit limit for 
the merchant) 



Claim 29. The method of claim 26, wherein the method 
further comprises: the electronic device notifying the billing 
service of said selection of said first/second distinct billing 
datas to facilitate purchasing goods from said first/second 
business . 

(Para [0204].. This request would be transmitted via the 
Internet to the ..computer processing center). 

Claim 30. Flitcroft discloses a method comprising: 
an billing service registering a user; and 

the billing service providing at least a first and a second 
billing data, that are separate and distinct, for use by the 
user as a substitute for personal billing data when purchasing 
goods from a first and a second business. 

(refer to para [0072] limited use billing datas) . 

Claim 31. The method of claim 30, wherein said first/second 
billing data comprises: 

a third billing data for use by said first/second business for 
charging the billing service for goods purchased by said user; 
and 
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a fourth data for use by the billing service for billing the 
user for charges received from said first/second business. 

(refer to para [0072] limited use billing datas and [0204] 
merchant identification number) . 

Claim 32. The method of claim 30, further comprising: 
the billing service providing a plurality of distinct billing 
data to an electronic device; 

the user selecting said first/second separate and distinct 
billing data from said plurality of billing data; and 
associating said first/second separate and distinct billing data 
with said first/second business. 

(refer to para [0072] limited use billing datas and [0204] 
merchant identification number) . 

Claim 33. The method of claim 32, wherein the electronic 
device is a personal digital assistant (PDA) , said method 
further comprising: 

disposing said distinct billing data in a memory within the 
electronic device; 

identifying a connection attempt to a particular business; 
loo]cing for associated billing data for the particular business; 

and if found, displaying the associated billing data, 
(refer to para [0148) and [0204] merchant identification 
number) . 

Claim 34. The method of claim 33, wherein the method 
further comprises: the PDA automatically connecting to the 
billing service and informing it of said selection of said 
first/second distinct billing data. 

(para [0204] this request would be transmitted via the 
Internet to card issuer' s card processing system) . 

Claim 35. The method of claim 30, further comprising: 
the billing service providing in real time said first/second 
billing data to an electronic device used by the user; 
wherein the electronic device is operable to purchase goods from 
said first/second business. 

(para [0069], user^ s personal computer 104, para [0204], 
merchant's web site). 

Claim 36. The method of claim 30, further comprising: 
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the billing service receiving notification of usage of said 
first/second billing data with said first/second business from 
an electronic device used by the user. 

(para [0204] this request would be transmitted via the 
Internet to ... processing center) . 

Claim 37. The method of claim 36, wherein said receiving 
notification comprises receiving a charge against said 
first/second billing data by said first/second business. 

(para [0204] ..value limitations as discussed above). 

Claim 43. Flitcroft discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of 
programming instructions designed to enable the apparatus, when 
the programming instructions are executed on behalf of a user, 
to register the user with a first web site and provide a first 
billing data as substitute for personal billing data of the 
user, for said registering with said first web site, and 
register the user with a second web site and provide a second 
billing data as substitute for personal billing data of the 
user, for said registering with said second web site, said 
second billing data separate and distinct from the first billing 
data; and 

a processor coupled to the storage medium to execute the 
plurality of programming instructions. 

(refer to Fig. 1 and corresponding description on p. 6 para 
[0069] - [0072]) 

Claim 44. wherein the programming instructions, when 
executed by said processor, include further instructions to 
enable the apparatus to: 

provide the first/second billing data to a selected one of 
the user for registering with said first/second web site. 

(para [0072], the central processing station ..transmitting 
the limited use billing datas to customers, para [0204 ]- [205] , 
the customer registers with a merchant's web site with 
appropriate billing data) . 
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Claim 45. wherein the programming instructions, when 
executed by said processor, include further instructions to 
enable the apparatus to: 

provide the first/second billing data to said first/second 
web site during registration therewith. 

(Para [0204] - [0207] , refer to transaction process and 
merchant's web site) 

Claim 46. wherein use of said first/second billing data is 
restricted to transactions between the user and said 
first/second web site. 

(para [0206], ..this insures that only the intended 
merchant can initiate a transaction with the validated billing 
data. . ) . 



Claim 47. wherein the first billing data corresponds to a 
selected one of an advance debit charge, a real-time credit 
charge, or a post-transaction invoicing arrangement, and the 
second billing data corresponds to a selected one of an advance 
debit charge, a real-time credit charge, or a post-transaction 
invoicing arrangement, said second billing data separate and 
distinct from said first billing data. 

(para [0044] and [0045] . .pre-paid account or another type 
of account) . 



Claim 48. wherein the programming instructions include 
further programming instructions, when executed by said 
processor, to enable the apparatus to: 

determine at least one user billing format for the user; 
and register the user with a billing service, said billing 
service configured to convert, on behalf of the user, between 
said first/second billing data and the user billing format. 

(para [0207] inherent in view of ..the merchant 
processes in identical manner to an existing transaction in 
known systems and since the billing format is controlled by 
credit card issuer) . 

Claim 49. wherein the apparatus is embedded within a host 
selected from a set of hosts consisting of: a computing device, 
an electronic card, a telephone, a personal digital assistant 
(PDA), a portable audio device, a portable audiovisual device, a 
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cellular telephone, a key-chain dongle, and a transportation 
device . 

(para [0289] alternate web access devices) . 

Claim 50. The apparatus further comprising a user 
interface, wherein the programming instructions include further 
programming instructions, which when executed by the processor, 
enable the apparatus to: 

receive a plurality of billing data from a billing services- 
provide the plurality of billing data to the user 
interface; 

request the user to select said first billing data from 
said plurality of billing data for association with said first 
web site; and 

request the user to select said second billing data from 
said plurality of billing data for association with said second 
web site. 

[refer to para [0072], [0118] and [ 0204 ]-[ 0206] noting that 
the user may conduct a plurality of transactions with a 
plurality of merchants, each having a respective merchant web 
site . ] 

Claim 51. The apparatus of claim 43, further comprising: 
a networlc interface; 
wherein the programming instructions include further 
instructions, which when executed by the processor, configure 
the networlc interface to connect to a billing service 

(para [0207] credit card is processed in an identical 
manner to an existing transaction in known system) . 

Claim 52. wherein the programming instructions, when 
executed by the processor, enable the apparatus to provide in 
real time said first/second billing data to an electronic device 
used by the user 

(para [0072] refer to function of the central processing 
station) . 



Claim 53. Flitcroft teaches an apparatus comprising: 
a storage medium having stored therein a plurality of 
programming instructions designed to enable the apparatus, when 
the programming instructions are executed, to provide at least a 
first and a second billing data, that are separate and distinct, 
for use by a user as a substitute for personal billing data when 
purchasing goods from a first and a second business; and 
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a processor coupled to the storage inediuiti to execute the 
plurality of programming instructions. 

(Fig. If credit card processing station and abstract, 
paragraphs [0069]- [0073]). 

Claim 54. a third billing data used by said first/second 
business for charging the billing service for goods purchased by 
said user; and 

a fourth data for use by the billing service for billing 
the user for charges received from said first/second business 
(refer to para [0072], limited use billing datas) . 

Claim 55. provide a plurality of distinct billing data to 
an electronic device; 

receive a user selection of said first/second separate and 
distinct billing data from said plurality of billing data; and 
associate said first/second separate and distinct billing data 
with said first/second business. 

[refer to para [0072] p. 6 ..third embodiment .. these limited use 
numbers electronically downloaded to a user's personal 
computer] . 

Claim 56. dispose said distinct billing data in a memory 
within the electronic device; identify a connection attempt to a 
particular business; 

look for associated billing data for the particular business; 
and display the associated billing data if found. 

[para [0204] the cardholder then requests ..billing datas 
to be validated for the merchant as identified by the merchant 
identification number] . 

Claim 57. automatically connect to the apparatus and inform 
it of said selection of said first/second distinct billing data. 

[para [0204] the request would be transmitted via the 
Internet to the . .processing system] . 

Claim 58. provide in real time said first/second billing 
data to an electronic device operable to purchase goods from 
said first/second business 

[Refer to para [0204] analyzed above and para [0206] 
merchant's web site]. 
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Claim 59 . receive notification of usage of said 

first/second billing data with said first/second business from 
an electronic device used by a purchaser. 

[Refer to para [0206] card holder is given verification of 

such] 

Claim 60. The method of claim 59, wherein said receiving 
notification comprises receiving a charge against said 
first/second billing data by said first/second business. 
[Refer to para [0206] card holder is given verification of such 
and merchant processes this in identical manner to an existing 
transaction in known systems] . 



8. Claims 38-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Franklin et al. (US Pat. 5,883,810) (Franklin). 



Claim 38. Franklin discloses a method comprising: 
a billing service receiving purchase charges against 
substitute billing data associated with a user, said substitute 
billing data substituting for personal b illing data of the user; 
and 

the billing service grouping said received charges 
according each business submitting said charges; 

wherein said each business is uniquely associated with 
different substitute billing data. 

[Fig. 5 ..payment authorization phase.. col. 10 L 31- col. 
11 L 10] . 



Claim 39. The method of claim 38, further comprising: 
disputing charges against said substitute billing data if said 
received charges are not received from the business uniquely 
associated with said substitute billing data. 

[col. 11 L 11-21, ..if no records are found, the niimber is 
deemed invalid. .disapproving the transaction] . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which' 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Demoff as applied to claim 21 above. 

Claims 22-23: Demoff fails to disclose limitation of the 

billing service disputing. . charges to said billing data 
(interpreted herein as temporary credit transaction/card number) 
not received from the web site to which said billing data was 
provided. 

Official is notice is taken that providing for disputing 
credit card charges from a merchant web site is old and well 
known business practice. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention 
to implement these limitations because it would allow the user 
to have removed any unauthorized charges from his/her account 
and receive appropriate credit for the unauthorized charges. 

11. Claim 24. Demoff fails to disclose limitation of a single 
press of the control to issue instruction of the user. 

Official is notice is taken that providing for a single 
press of the control to issue instruction to carry out 
commercial transaction is and well known business practice. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the claimed invention to implement a single 
press of the control to issue instruction which would eliminate 
need for the user to enter a plurality of instruction parameters 
related to the disputed charges. 
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12. Claims 40-42 are rejected under 35 U/S.C. •103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Franklin as applied to claim 38 above. 

Claims 40-42 are analyzed in a similar manner and rationale 
as claims 22-24 respectively. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jagdish, 
Patel whose telephone number is (703) 308-7837, The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be 
reached at (703) 308-1038. The fax number for Formal or Official 
faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (703) 305-7687. Draft faxes 
may be submitted directly to the examiner at (703) 746-5563, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-1113 or 308-1114. Address 
for hand delivery is 2451 Crystal Drive, Crystal Park 5, 7^*^ 
Floor, Alexandria VA 22202. 




(Examiner, AU 3624) 
7/21/03 



